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ACTS X. 34% %% 
Then Peter opened fis Mouth; and 
ſaid, Of A Truth I perctive that 
Cod 14:10 een eee 

| but n ever) Nation, he that fears 
eth him, and worketh" Righteouſ? 


neſs, is accepted. with him, 


TD ” theſe, is not; only. to return 


Thanks for a Deliverance al- 
ready paſt, but to excite a De- 
teſtation of ſuch wicked Practi- 
ſes, and give caution to our, ſelves not to 
imitate, in any degree, the Cruelties we 
condemnj- | | 
The Text I have choſen (if it was re- 
garded by Mankind) would reſtrain the 
. warmeſt Zeal from doing Injuries to others, 
in honour to a Religion, whoſe Nature con- 
fiſts in doing Good unto all Men. Thoſe 
who are convinc'd, that every Perſon who 
«1 | fears 


(4) 
fears God, and worketh Righteouſneſs, il 
accepted by bim, can never preyait om tham- 
ſelves by Party Conſiderations, to hate ſach 
as ſhew by their honeſt Conduct that they 
are favour'd by him, whoſe Mercy is 
over all bis Works. "The Expreffion, fearet h 
God, implies, our having ſuch a due Awe 
and Affection for him, as makes us ſolicitous 


to enquire after His Will with Care and 


Sincerity, and ready to embrace whatever 


we can find taught or commanded by him: 


and working Righteouſneſs, is ſteadily per- 
forming all thoſe Duties which a fincere 
Enquiry informs 'us are the Will of our 
Lord. To explain the Text in other Scrip- 
ture Words, God is a Rewarder of thoſe 
that diligently ſeek him. But he that ſincere- 
ly employs all his Abilities in the Concerns 
of Religion, diligently feeks God; and 
therefore Sincerity in Religion, 1s that 
which makes Men acceptable to him, and 
ſecure of his Favour. 

How ſtrange ſoever this Doctrine may 
have been thought of late, if it is the Senſe 
of the Text juſt cited (as moſt certainly it 
15,) the acknowledging of this, is made e 


d:mental to Religion, becauſe he that co- 
meth to God, muſt (not only) believe that he 
i but allo)that he is a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him, Heb. ix. 6. Since the ve- 
ry Contrary-to tj11s, is the Pretenſe and Foun- 

dation 
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(5) 
dation for all the Cruelties and Rage of Po- 
pery, and for the gentler Severities by 
which others would chaſtize Men into 
Truth; I have choſen ſor my preſent Sub- 


ject, | | 
N. To ſhew by what Marks we ſhall 


all know whether we ourſelves, and 
others, are ſincere in the Fear of God. 


Secondly, To give ſome Reaſons why this 
Sincerity entitles us to his Favour. 


And laſtly, To draw a Concluſion from 
the Whole. 


The firſt Mark of Sincerity in the Con- 
cerns of Religion, is, having carefully en- 
deavour'd to find our Duty. For if we 
take a Matter ef this Importance upon Truſt, 
and leave Cuſtom and Faſhion to chuſe our 
Opinions; we muſt confeſs, that we are 
very fortunate, if we are in the right, If 
we look around in the World, we ſee the 
different Nations fixing Eternal Happineſs 
to the Settlements of their Anceſtors, and 
Zealous for the Inſtruction of their Cradles: 
But is it poſſible, that every where the 
Learned, as well as the Multitude, ſhould 
be ſo angrily attach'd to Doctrines which 
contradict each other; and therefore all but 

one 
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one muſk be (if one ſhould: chance to be 
right) oppoſite to Truth; had they ever 
been eximin'd with coolneſs and freedom. 
The Enquiry in repute, is after Arguments 
to defend what they preſuppoſe to be right, 
and to arm their Minds with Objections a- 
gainſt Opinions vut of vogue; and when a 
good Inclination aſſiſts a Proof, it always 
carries with' it the moſt! ſatis factory Evi- 
dence. Men can then wonder at the Blind- 
neſs of others, not to be convinced by ſuch 
ſound Arguments; fancy many Pre judices in 
their Neighbour, and officiouſly, charitable 
offer to pull aut the Mate that is in his Eye, 
without ſuſpecting 2 Beam in their own. 
Reputat ion, Intereſt and Indolence are al- 
ways on the Side of giving in to popular Sy- 
ſtems; and twas our Saviours Queſtion, 

tan ye belibve which receive Honour one of und- 
ther, and fugk not the Honour that cometh from 
God only. If loſs of Eſteem and Authority: 
attend embracing any Opinion, Men ex4- 
mine timorobſly,« and are afraid of Evi- 
dence; and when Reaſon begins to ſtrike, 
then they ask themfelves, Have any of the 
Rulers of rhe People believed on him? They 
creep and fix their Sentiments upon others, 
and like the Ivy, never aſcend higher than 
that which Chance has given them for a 
Support.” But the Foundation of Prote- 
ſtantiſm and Chriſtianity is another — 
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(730) 
of Examinatlon; we muſt throw aſide the 
World and all the Conſequences that may 
attend it, and have our Thoughts whol< 
ly on our Duty. We muſt empty our 


Minds of every favorite Prepoſſeſſion, 
and receive the Kingdom of God, like little 


Children; have no Opinion of our own, and, 


no Deſire that either this or that Doctrine 
or Action ſhould be true and our Duty; 
but only that we may know what is Truth 
and our Duty. He that lovath Father or 
Mother more then Me (ſays our Saviour): 
is not worthy of Me. And he that loveth 


his own Opinions, or the Praiſe of Men 
more than him, is much leſs worthy of him. 
If this is a Mark by which we may know 


whether Men perform the Duty of fear- 
ing God, which can only be expreſs'd by ſin- 


cerely ſeeking Him; we muſt own, that few. 
ſtrive by this Method to enter intothe King-, 


dom of Heaven; too many (it is to be feared). 
have but very little more to ſay for their 
Belief, their Zeal, their Uncharitablenels, 
than what Mabometans and Heathens may. 
repeat in Defence of their firm Credulity 
to Falſhoods. Their Affection for their Coun- 
try-Religion, proceeds from the ſame Source 


as their Tenderneſs for their Native Soil 


and its Climate. Tis no wonder that this 


Duty is cnervated among Papi ſte, becauſe 


their Piety and their Merit is founded on 
| implicit 


implicit Obedience; but it would be ſtrange, 
if any could be found among us (whoſe 
Religion, as diſtinguiſh'd from Popery, is 
built on the Right of Enquiring and Judg. 
ing for our ſelves,) who rely for their 
Faith on the Determinations of others 
with the ſame careleſs Reverence, as if their 
Teachers (even while they diſclaim it) were 
Infallible. No Perſon can pretend that he 
has not Abilities, becauſe all that is requi- 
red, is, that they uſe the Abilities the 

have ; If with an Honeſt and Teachabl: 


Heart they deſire to do the Will of God, 


his Prqmiſe and his Goodneſs are engaged, 
that they ſhall know the 'Truth in eve 
Thing, on which their everlaſting Happineſs 
depends. By uſe (we are told) their Senſes 
will be exerciſed to diſcern both Good and 
Evil; and ſtrong Meats, or the Doctrines 
of Difficulty, are not neceſſary for them, 
till they have gain'd, by that Method, a 
Capacity to underſtand them. Had Men 
perform'd this Duty, they never could 
have been degenerate enough to think, 
that ſuch Bloody Sacrifices as thoſe de- 
fign'd for this Days Oblations, could be 
pleaſing to the Good God. Men could ne- 
ver think of Offering up their Sons and 
their Daughters, unleſs they had firſt Offer- 
ed their Reaſon unto Devils. And if 
training up Men in Bigottry and implicit 
* | Credu lity 
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Credulity, could to ſo great a degree pervert 
their Underſtanding, as to make them re- 
joice in hazarding their Lives in ſo ungod- 
ly and inhumane Villany; let us all encou- 
rage a fait uſe of our Reaſon, that we way 
be able to diſcern Good and Evil. And: 1f 
we find Difficulties in perſotming this Duty, 
and our ſelves liable to Miſtakes, --it ought 
to fill us with Modeſty. and Diligence, with 
Mutual Forbearance and Charity, and then 
our very Errors may be uſe ful. 


Ihe Second Mark by which we may 
judge whether we are ſincere, is hy 
working Righteouſneſs, and doingge- 
very Thing we know to be - out 
Duty. „ hinge gutt 


The leaſt Enquiry will diſcover to the | 


meaneſt Capacity the great and moſt valu- 
able Precepts of Piety, Every Nation and 
Party. have confeſs'd that it is required 
from all Men to live Soberly, :Rzghteoufly, 
and Godly ; and their eager Diſputes have 
been generally about Points of leſſer Mo- 
ment, in which Miſtakes 'may be conſiſtent 
with Fairneſs and integrity: And it would 
be vain to pretend that we diligently ſeek 
the Will of the Lord, if we negle& to 
perform what we confeſs to be his Com- 
mands. For the End of Faith is —_— 
| B an 
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and the only Thing valuable in knowing out 
Maſter's Will, is that we may obey him. We 
may therefore comſort our ſelves with being 
ſincere in our Fear of the Lord, if we join 
a Religious Performance of the Duties we 
know, with our endeavouring to go on 
to Perfection. And we Religiouſſy perform 
our Duty, if we ate vertuous in Secret, 
as well as in the Eye of the World, and 
do right when God and our own Conſcience 
only can applaud us; if we are Vertuous 
conſtantly and uniformly in our Actions, 
and not only upon Fits, and with Intervals 
of Goodneſs; (for few are ſo harden'd, but 
now and then they feel the Remorſes of 
their Conſcience, are check'd within for 
acting againſt the Dictates of Reaſon and 
Religion, and will deviate for a little while 
into Piety, till the next gay Company diſ- 
turbs their Spitits, and hurrys them again into 
Vice and Folly:) But ſuch wavering Obe- 
dience is inconſiſtent with Sincerity. We 
mult perform the Whole of our Duty if 
we truly fear God, and not chooſe ſome dar- 
ling Folly to indulge in Secret, and flatter 
our ſelves that he hideth away his Face 
and will not fee it. We muſt throw aſide 
at once all our Vices, and caution moſt 
againſt that we are moſt willing to pel- 
liate and excuſe, and be in every known 
inſtance Obedient. 


We 
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We muft act out of a regard to God and 
his Commands, without conſidering the 
Approbation of Men, or whether the Du- 
ty is attended with Pleaſure or Uneaſineſs, 
whether it is convenient or difficult, if we 
deſire to ſhew by it our ſincereDeſireto pleaſe 
him. *Tis true indeed that God has given 
us no Commands but what 1s our Intereſt 
and preſent Happineſs to Obey ; But if we 
perform them upon the low Motives of Con- 
venience only, they are the Actions of a 
Man of Prudence, but ceaſe to be the Ofh- 
ces of Religion or Chriſtian Graces. If 
the . and Advantages of this Life 
are the Things in View, the Applauſe and 
Advantages of this Life are the Reward ; 


and ſuch Men ought not to expect another 


from our Father which 1s in Heaven, 

If we continue to do our Duty, tho' In- 
tereſt and Pleaſure bribe and tempt us, 
tho* Perſecution affright and threaten us; 
if we are above the little Sitisfactions and 
little Afflictions that ſtrive to ſeduce us from 
our Integrity; and can reſolve to fight a 
good Fight till we have finiſhed our Courſe; 
we may then expect the Crown of Glory 
reſerv'd by God for thoſe wha diligently 
ſeek him. 

The Third Mark of Sincerity in our fear 
of God, is expreſſing our Zeal fer Things, 
in Proportion to their real Value. 

7 B 2 Virtue 


( 12 ) 

Virtue and Morality are fo truly excel- 
lent; and ſo uſeful and advantageous to 
Mankind, that God himſelf acts according 
to the eternal Laws of Goodneſs, as well as 
obliges his Creatures to regulate their Be- 
haviour b ythem. And That Law which 
reſults from the proportion and relation of 
Things as fit and reaſonable, which every 
intelligent Being (nat perverted by Folly 
and ungovern'd Appetites) appraves and 
ſubmits to, muſt of all others be the moſt 
important and valuable. If therefore we trul 

fear God, and endeavour to imitate and pleaſe 
Him, we ſhould approve and contend moſt 
earneſtly for that, from whence he hath 
made the Worth and Happineſs of Moral 
Agents to ariſe, and which he himſelf both 
commands: and practices. But this 1s not 
the Method Mankind  chuſes to expreſs 
their Affection for Him; Men had rather 
pardon a thouſand Immoralities, than one Mi- 
ſtake about a diſputable beloved Speculati- 
on. The Hiſtory of this Day (which fills 
our Thoughts at once with Horror and 
Thankſgiving) is a melancholy Evidence, 
that all the Dutics from whence ſprings the 
Harmony of Life, and which would raiſe 
thoſe that practice them to be Partakers of 
the Divine Nature, have been deſpiſed in 
defence of an uſurp'd Authority, abſurd 
Doctrines, and ſuperſtitious 2 1 
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altho' had the Authority been juſt, the 
Doctrines true, and the Inſtitutions wiſe 
and decent, they could be no farther valu- 
able than they promoted the very Virtues 
which were deſtroy'd in defending Them. 
How many Inventions has Popery indulged 
her Sons with, to balance aud make up for 
the neglect of Holineſs and Purity? Ritual 
Obſervances rigidly perform'd, by them- 
ſelves or others for them, whether Living 
or Dead, ſhall be thought to atone for a 
leſs exact Obedience to the Rule of Righte- 
ouſneſs; But no Maſles ſhall be ſung for 
thoſe ſunhappy Wretches, who died guilty 
of the Heinous Crime of deſpiſing their 
Ceremonies or their Doctrines. If we conſider 
the Cauſes for which Men have Perſecu- 
ted, Maſſacred, and Hated each Other, we 
ſhall never find that it hath been, for not 
ſtrictly keeping up to the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon and undiſputed Religion, but for con- 
tradicting ſome Opinions, or deſpiſing ſome 


local external Holineſs, which bumane Au- 


thority hath ſubſtituted in the Place of wor- 


ſhipping God in Spirit and in Truth. 
And yet at the ſame time all Men confeſs 


that the End of the Commandment is Charity 


out of a pure Heart; and of a. good Conſcience, 


and. of Faith unfeign'd ; and they confeſs 
this, even while they are deſtroying Cha- 
rity and Affection, in Defence of what only 
. F \miniftet's 
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miniſters Queſtions, rat ber than Godly Edify. 


ing which js in Faith. God himſelf gave poſi- 
tive Inſtitutions to the Fews; yet when they 
placed a diſproportionate Reverence on 
them, and valued them more than doing 
juſtly, and loving Mercy, and walking 
bumbly before him, we find he loath'd the 
very Ceremonies he had commanded, and 
refus'd to take Pleaſure in their Sacrifices. 
And if their valuing even his own Com- 
mands above Virtue, made him hate them ; 
certainly to contend for Humane Appoint- 
ments to the breach of Charity, will not 
ſhow that we imitate or diligently ſeek 
Him, | 
Another Mark by which we may mani- 
feſt a ſincere Fear of God, is our being 
Charitable to thoſe who differ from us in 
our Sentiments. | 
If we think it our Duty diligently to 
ſeek God, we muſt allow it is other Peo- 
ples Duty alſo ; and when we have enqui- 
red after his Will, what we ſeriouſly think 
we find to be his Commands, muſt govern 
our Actions, or we ſhall be ſelf-condemn'd. 
Others therefore muſt alſo follow their own 
Sentiments concerning their own Duty, If 
we expect and plead that Papiſts cannot and 
ought not to force us to act contrary to our 
Perſwaſion in Matters of Religion; we 


ſhould do as we would be done unto, Io- 
deed 
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(15) 
deed was it poſſible for any one to he per- 
ſwaded that it was his Duty to injure others, 
we might juſtly ward off the Injury by the 
Laws of Society and Self:defence, without 
conſidering whether the Man is fincere in 
ſuch an ablurd Opinion. God alone can 
judge of his inward Conviction, and will 
make allowance, in another Life, for every 
Circumſtance that can excuſe him. But 
God has given to Communities and private 
Perſons a Right to ſecure their Properties; 
and 'tis the Office of the Magiſtrate not to 


bear the Sword in vain, but to be the Mi- 


niſter of God, and a Revenger to exe- 
cute Wrath on him that doth Evil; be- 
cauſe, of what he does, the Magiſtrate is ca- 
pable to judge; but the Principle from 
whence it proceeds, is known only to God 
and his Conſcience. But when Men's Opi- 
nions do not carry them to do what is indiſ- 
putably Evil; (and perhaps not many Inſtan- 
ces of ſuch a perverſe Underſtanding will 
eaſily be met with, unleſsin the Caſe of Men's 
pleading for theRight of Perſecution ;) and 
when they ſhew their Sincerity by all the 
Marks I have mentioned ; Society ought to 
ſecure Men the Property they have in a 
fair Uſe of their Reaſon, as well as of their 
Strength and their Labour. Let. every 
Man be fully perſwaded in his own Mind, 
and let him in doubtful Diſputations act 8s 

he 
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he concludes is pleaſing to his Lord; fot 
the Kingdom of God is not Meat and Drink, 
(or indifferent external Obſervances) but 
Righteouſneſs and Peace and Foy in the Holy 
Ghoſt : He that” in theſe Things ſerveth 
Chriſt, is acceptable to God, and therefore 
ſhould be approved by all Men. But often 
the beſt Chriſtians: (who continually attend 
to ſearch out the Will of their Creator, and 
labour to convince others of its Reaſonable- 
neſs, and perſwade them to ptactiſe it ; who 
perform all the various Duties of Charity, 
and Benevolence; whoſe Faith is always 
working by Love) meet the ſevereſt Treat- 
ment, if they happen to err in ſome pre- 
vailing Notion which has no Influence on 
Piety. We can pretend to nothing but our 
Sincerity, to excuſe our many Miſtakes and 
Failures; and if we will not allow this to 
vindicate others alſo, do we not take Care 
that it ſhould not be pleaded by our ſelves? 
for with wbat meaſure we mete, it ſhall be 
meaſured to us again. 

The laſt Mark I ſhall mention, by 
which we may know our Sincerity in ſeek- 
| ing for the Will of God; is by the Me- 
thods we uſe to convince Others of the 
Truth of what we our ſelves embrace and 
believe. 

Truth can only be advanc'd by convin- 


-cing Men's Reaſon, and making them ſee 
th 


* 


r ND ©” WW” R ww ro” OF 


Q If TD GP GEDLTY Www 5 1 UW W 


WA. EET 
the Evidence on which it depends. Evety 
thing therefore that hinders Leider from 
having due weiglit on their Minds, is an in- 
Jury to it. Tboſe (the Author of the Epi- 
Ile to the Hebrews aſſures us) tho by ted. 
Jon of uſe have their Senſes ererciſed, art 
beſt able to diſcern between Good and Evil, 
When therefore Any contend fot Difficul- 
ties and Difcoutagements to be placed in 
the way of Examination, to opprefs and 
give efrouf to the Underſtanding,” and 
empt Men to weaken it by Idlenefs and 
Diſuſe; (whatever they may imagine) it is 
not Truth or the Will of the Lord they 
love and advance, but theif own Senti- 
ments, their own Reputation, their own 
Authority: . Truth in Opinions is chief- 
ly valuable, becauſe it influences and 
guides our Actions: But when we fee Men 
diſregard what is Juſt and Sacred in their 
Actions, with a furious Zeal for a Set ot 
ſpeculative Trifles; we may be certain that 
tis ſore Intereſt or Power of their own, 
and not a Love for Truth and the God of 
Mercy, that directs arid warms their Un- 
dertaking. Thus acted the Wretches, who 
hoped to tejoyce on this Day, while the 
Nation groaf'd in Murther and Confuſion. 
But in leſs Inſtances alſo the Obſervation 1s 
true. When we ſee any Mat! throw aſide 
Reaſon and Argument, and triumph over 

C His 
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his Adverſary, and condeſcend to uſe. Cay 
lumny and Falſhood; When he breaks thro” 
the Rules of good Manners as well as Cha- 
rity ; and truſts, for an Excuſe, to the hur- 
xy of applauſe, which Party gives him for 
reviling the Man; whom on that time,) it 
ſhall be faſhionable to hate; When we ſee any 
Man, if he mateth it not, yet loveth a Lye, 
and enjoys a Slander, and ſhows, as far as he 
dares, that he would animate a Proteſtant 
Controverſy -, with the Spirit of Popery ; 
we may be certain, ſome other Motive, 
beſides a ſincere Love for Truth, inſpires 
that Wiſdom, which 1s neither Pure, Peace- 
able, nor Gentle, and therefore cannot be 
from Above. | | 
Theſe are the Marks of a ſincere Fear of 
God, and diligently Seeking him. Aud tho 
it is poſſible that a lazy low Degree of Sin- 
cerity (or, in other Words, of being in 
earneſt) may ſometimes be where theſe are 
not found; yet where- ever theſe are, we 
may determine that the Happy Good Man 
is accepted by his Maſter, as one who 
fears him and works Righteouſneſs, if he 
26 R. warder of thoſe who diligently ſeek 
=_—_ 1... 
Which brings me in the Second Place, 
to ſhow why this Virtue entitles us to the 

Favour of God. 


And 
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And firſt, it is all that e can poſſibly 
perform. 
The Text tells us, That God is no Re- 
ſpefer of Perſons, and therefore he muſt 
have put it into every Man's Power to 
| pleaſe him: But he hath given them no- 
thing beſides: their whole Abilities ;. and 
therefore if theſe are employ'd with Ho- 
neſty and Fairneſs, God can expect no. 
more. The Knowlege, which is ſufficient 
to recommend a Poor Man, obliged to take 
Care by his Induſtry for the Subſiſtance of 
his Family; may be inexcuſably little in 
thoſe who are rais'd above ſuch low Soli- 
citudes, and enjoy Leiſure and Improve- 
ment. Tis exactly here, as in Alms-giving; 
The Widow's Mites were more, than the 
large Gifts of the Wealthy; So a Man's Di- 
ligence in reading the Word of God, and 
minding the Exhortations to Virtue, 
and filling his Mind from thence with 
Reverence and Love for God and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and the Hopes of a Life 
to come, (all which the meaneſt Capacity 
is able to perform, ) is employing his beſt, 
his whole Abilities in Religion, and is 
more valuable (like the Woman's caſting in 
all her ny than the Diſputes of 
the Learned, and the comprehenſive Know- 
ledge of Men of Study and Education. 
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The Second Reaſon why this is ſo plea» 
fing to God, is, becauſe it will improve gur 
ies, 

God who created Man to communi- 
cate Happineſs to him, muſt be pleaſed to 
ſee him advance to all the Perfection and 
Felicity he gave him Capacities to enjoy. 
He endued our Souls: with Great and Divine 
Powers; but ſo put thoſe Abilities within 
us, that it ſhould depend on our ſelves to 
call them forth and improve them; that 
the Worth which is in us, may (in ſome 
little meaſure). be owing to our ſelves. Our 
Reaſon is given us, like the Fruits of the 
Earth; Tho' we have the Seed, the Soil, 
and the Seafons from the Gift of God, 
yet we muſt uſe our Diligence to manage 
thole, that they may produce the Corn and 
Oil, and Food and Gladneſs, We find by 
the difference of Education, that our Rea- 
{on is improv'd like Skill in an Employ- 
ment, by long Uſe and Practiſe; and 
the better the Subjects are, about which it 
is converſant, the more exact and the lar- 
ger will be its Improvements, A ſincere and 
conſtant Enquiry after the Will of God, 
will give it Exerciſe, and employ it about 
the nobleſt Contemplations, When we di- 
ligently ſeek him in his Works and Word, 
we ſhall learn the higheſt Wiſdom, and be 


raisd to admire and imitate his Benevo- 
| FFF ä lence. 
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lence. We ſhall contemplate the Nature of 
God and our' ſelves, fee the Chief End of 
our Actions, wherein Happineſs conſiſts, and 
the way to obtain it. We ſhall know the true 
value of this World,and the great Importance 
of another. And ſuch Divine Meditations 
and Inquiries, will by degrees open and en- 
lighten the Mind, and make Men truly wiſe 
both for this Life and Eternity. St. Paul 
calls our being fitted by Exerciſe to ſtu- 
dy the Sublimer Doctrines of Religion, going 
on to Perfection; becauſe this Employment 
of our Reaſon, will give us all the Perfecti- 
on of Prudence and Virtue that we are ca- 
pable of receiving. And certainly God who 
made us, muſt be pleafed to ſee us im- 
prove and add to the Talents intruſted to 
us, and advance to be worthy of his Af- 
fection, and fit Objects for his Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt to afliſt us here, and of ever- 
hfting Glory hereafter, | 

The lam Reaſon why this ſincere Fear gf 
God, expreſs'd by diligently enquiring af- 


ter his Will, is ſo pleaſing to him, is, be- 


cauſe it will always teach us thoſe Things 
which are moſt truly uſeful and worth 
knowing, Scripture affirms this, and Ex- 
perience gives Teſtimony to it. In St Pauls 
Second Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Rom. 
it is ſaid: —When the Gentiles which have 


not the Law, do by Nature the Things con- 


tained 


| C 22) 
tainad in the Law, theſe having not a Law, 
are a Law unto themſelves ; which ſhow the 
Work of the Law written in their Hearts, 
their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and 
their Thoughts the mean while accuſing | or 
elſe excuſing one another, The Gentiles 
are always blamed for violating the Precepts 
of Morality ; which ſhows that they might 
have known them. And they are call'd to 
Repentance by the Goſpel, which implies 
that they were conſcious of a Law that 
they had tranſgreſs'd, and that Sin was im- 
puted to them; but Sin (Reaſon and Reve- 
lation aſſure us) could not be imputed when 
there is no Law; and where a Law could 
not poſſibly be known, there, to all the pur- 
poſes of a Law, it has no Being. As cer- 
tainly therefore as the Gentiles were blame- 
worthy, ſq ſure is it, that their Sincerity in 
uſing their Faculties would have diſcover'd 
the Practical Duties to them. And that which 
may be known of God, is manifeſt in (or to) 
them, for God bath ſhewn it to them; far 
the inviſible Things of him from the Creati- 
on of the World (i. e. in every Age ſince 
the Creation of the World) are clearly ſeen, 
being underflood by the Things that are made, 
even bis eternal Power and God- bead; ſo 
that they are without Excuſe, If there- 
fore by a ſincere Enquiry all Men might 
have known what belongs to God and theix 


Duty, 
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Duty, ſo that they have nothing to plead 
in Defence of their Ignorance and Iimpiety; 
tis evident that the Knowledge of the great 
Branches of Religion will always accom- 
pany: the Fear of God, which is attended 
with Impartiallity and Diligence. God has 
ſhown thee, O Man, what is Good; for 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
ſuch Duties as claim the Conſent of Na- 
tions, are Dictates of the plaineſt Reaſon, 
give Dignities to our Natures, and Worth 
to Mankind. Thus ſtood the Caſe hefore 
Chriſtianity was reveal'd z and ſince alſo, 
where it has never been preach'd. And even 
in Countries where it has been propoſed, 
polluted and diſguiſed with Superſtition 
and Error, the great Fundamentals of our 
Religion have been evident to every honeſt 
Mind. For bleſſed be God, amidſt the Medly 
of Opinions and unhappy Se&s that have 
confounded Mankind, and hid the Simplicity 
of the Goſpel; none have had the Confidence 
openly to diſcourage Virtue, or give Protec- 
tion to Vice; and all but the Patrons of 
Perſecution, have in Words at leaſt applaud- 
ed every Good -natur'd and Generous Action. 
Every Religious Party among us, contends 
earneſtly ,that their Inſtitutions are moſt pro- 
fitable, for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correcti- 
on, for Iuſtrudt ion in Righteouſneſs, that every 
Child of God might be perfect among them, 
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and throughly furniſb'd unto all good Work 
None of them laß any other Foundation than 


that is laid wbichis Chriſt, th ſome Build on 


this Foundation Gold and Silver, Wood and 


Stones, Hay and Stubble ; ſome of then 


Things valuable, ſome indiffererit,and many 
uſeleſs; But with any of theſe a ſincere 
Man may be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire; (chat 
is) with greater difficulty to come to the 
Knowledge of uſeful Truths, and leſs ſup- 
port in perfortning his Duty. If then a 
Fear and Reverence for God, expreſs'd by 
diligently ſeeking him, will conſtantly 
lead Men in every Party to all the great 
Truths, and hinder the ill Influence of 
any intermixed Miſtake, and will con- 
du& Men to believe in God, and receive 
every Revelation they can find he has made 
them, and ſtudy and obey it with Godly 


Fear; if it will govern our Affections, and 


introduce a Manly Sobriety in our Behavi- 
our; will fill us with mutual Sentiments 
of Compaſſion and Benevolence, and guide 


us to all the Branches of Juſtice and Mer- 


cy ; we cannot wonder, that this Duty of 
a ſincere Enquiry which is the Parent of 
all worthy Actions, is fo pleaſing in the 
Sight of God, 


This Diſcourſe may be thought liable to 
one Objection, vis. That if Sincerity is 
the only Thing required to make us accep- 

table 
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able to God; and That niy belong to 
Men of every Religion; therefore all Reli- 

ions are equal. But to Anſwer this OB: 


jection, Which would have fever been 


thought ſo much as plauſible; had it not 
of late been ſo often, and with ſo much de- 
light repezted : If it be granted that Men may 
ſupport their Lives by Herbs and Acorns, 
would it not be a ſtrange Concluſion to 
infer from thence, that we eſteem a Coun- 
try, which produces That Food only, _— 
to one flowing with Milk and Honey? Yet 
the Caſe is exactly the ſame, and expoſes 
the Abſurdity of the Objection. What- 
ever Force there is in it, it will Hold as 
ſtrong againſt the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews ; who lays it down as the 


Encouragment and Motive to brave Acti- 
ons (done out of regard to God and ano- 
ther Life,) that He is a Rewarder of thoſe 


who diligently (eek him. This very Sentence 
and the whole of out preſent Argument, 
is built on a Suppoſition that all Religions 
are not equal; becauſe, if they were, there 
could be no neceſſity for Enquity and 
ſearching for the Beſt. But the Objecters una- 
wares commit the very Fault they complain 
of. They themſelves muſt ſuppoſe that all 
Opinions in Religion are equal in Evidence 
and Arguments, or they would allow that 
a Sincere and Careful Examination muſt 

D feparate 
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ſeparate Error from what is Juſt and Right: 
For'if This will not do it, as to all the 
purpoſes of Life, Truth would not have 
the preference to Falſhood, 

The Concluſion I would draw from 
what I have ſaid, ſuitable to the Deſign of 
the Day, is this; that thence we may learn 
to ſoften our Conduct toward all Well-diſpo- 
ſed Men that differ from us, and to look on 
Popery as the moſt degenerated Religion in 
the World. It is built on a Maxim the moſt 
contrary to the Spirit of the Goſpel, and 
moſt injurious to the Love we ought to 
have for the Great God, that is poſſible 
to be expreſs'd. If Men of no Nation, 
tho' they fear him and work Righteounels, 
with all Diligence and Sincerity, ſhall be 
faved, (ſuppoſing they dye out of the Com- 
munion of their Church ;) If This, I ſay, 
was a Doctrine taught by Religion; it would 
not lead Men to That, but to Deſpair or In- 
fidelity. And as an impartial enquiry after the 
Will of God 1s not allowed by them to be 
acceptable in his Sight, ſo their whole Scheme 
of Piety is modell'd to weaken and overthrow 
the Practiſe of it: Implicit Credulity, and ab- 
ſurdDoctrines are inſtill'd from their Infancy, 
to cramp and lame Men's Reaſon ; and when 
they have made it almoſt uſeleſs by thoſe 
Practices, they throw the blame on Reaſon 


itſelf, and harangue againſt it, as the ſource 
ct 
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of Error and Hereſie: And ſince Reaſon is 


ſo weak and dangerous a Guide and Me- 
thod for Conviction, they have invented 


another, which they uſe with too frequent 
ſucceſs ; a Method which, on this Day, 
they flatter'd themſelves would have ſuc- 
ceeded here, and made an whole Nation Ex- 
ternal Proſelytes at once. But God in his 
Goodnefs delivered us from the blackeſt 
and deepeſt Delign, that ever Ambition, 
Zeal and Revenge, urged Men to contrive; 


a Defign fo ſecret and well concerted, that 
only his Providence could have taken us out 


of the Net thar was prepared for our Feet, 


A Deſign, which, if it had been accom- 


pliſh'd, would firſt have fill'd the Nation 
with Blood and Slaughter, (for the Honeſt 
Part would have ſhewn their Abhorrence to 
the triumphant Villany, by dying with their 
Religion and their Country; ) And when 
that dreadful Scene was over, T yranny, Igno- 
rance, and an Inquiſition would have atten- 
ded their Victory, and entaiPd Bigottry and 
Darkneſs on our lateſt Poſterity. We eſcaped 
as a Bird out of the Hand of the Fowler, the 
Snare was broken, and we were delivered. 
Yet ſtill our Wickedneſs and want of a Love 
for Truth, had after This ſent ſuch ſtrong 
Delufions on the Nation, that at laſt we 
were almoſt prepared to believe the fatal 
Lie: And the fame cruel Religion, that had 

8 D 2 attempt- 
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attempted to ſettle here by Blood and Con- 
ſpiracy, had found a ſome more ſecure Me- 
thod to have eſtabliſh'd her ſelf in Pomp 
among us; had not the ſame good Provi- 
dence of God, on the ſame Day, reſcued us 
again ſrom Deſtruction ; and reſcued us by 
a Prince, endued with all the noble Quali- 
ties that could render a Wiſe and Obedient 
People Happy; a Prince, who ſtruggled a- 
gainſt perverſe and narrow Spirits, to make all 
his Subjects (even againſt their own Deſires) 


enjoy their juſt religious and civil Liberties. 


He was the Defender of our Religion, but 
the Perſecutor of none, He knew that Re- 
ligion conſiſted in the Heart, and a ſincere 
Perſwafion : Perſecution makes Hypocrites, 
and Hypocrites Unbelievers; and therefore 
he hated It. He knew that the Glory of 
the Church of England, was its bravely aſ- 
ſerting againſt Popery, the Right of every 
ſincere Man to judge according to his Abi- 
lities, what Service God expected from 
him. And what was its Glory at the Re- 
formation, muſt be ſo ſor ever. And there- 
fore he deſired to be a true Nurſing Fa- 
ther to it, by making it unſullied in that 
Which was its Honour and Perfection, | 
But continual Oppoſition both at Home 
and Abroad, gave him not leiſure to 
compleat all the Bleſſings he defign'd us. 
Yet his Wiſdom and Foreſight made him 
OY 5 f "= 28 take 
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take Care to put it out of the Power of an 
Ungrateful and Wavering People, to want 
another Deliverance. . Amidſt Reviling and 
Hatred, meditated Aſfaſſmations, and open 
Wars, he was ſupported on the Throne by 
the ſame Providence that brought him hi- 
ther, till he had compleated our Security, 
by fixing the Crown on a Family, whoſe 
numerous Branches will defend us and our 
Poſterity from POPERT for Ever, He 
ſecur'd our Throne to a Prince, whoſe Wif- 
dom and Benevolence appear'd in the Feli- 
city his Subjects abroad were bleſs'd with; 
where his Will was their Law, their Joy, 
their Liberty. When, at the mention of 
our KING, all that is Great and Good is ga- 
ther'd in our Thoughts, and our Hearts are 
overflowing with Gladneſs and Affection; 
we ſhould remember that the Bleſlings; 
which this Nation now Triumphs in and 
enjoys under the Influence of his Govern- 
ment, are owing to the Deliverance of this 
Day. Had not all Oppoſition fell before 
KING WILLIAM; inſtead of Sin- 
cerity, we ſhould have had bitter Zeal; in- 
ſtead of Knowledge, Bigottry; inſtead of 
Arguments, Perſecution ;' and theſe would 
have handed down ſucceſſive Tyranny to 
lateſt Generations. If the greateſt Benefits 
can make the Memory of 2ny Perſon Dear 
2nd Sacred to à Nation, the Name of 


MR 
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WILLIAM can never be mention'd 
without Veneration and Gratitude by any 
but thoſe who value neither Spiritual nor 
Civil Liberty; Who are wicked enough to 
wiſh, inſteadof our preſent Happineſs, the re- 
turn of Popery and Revenge, in the Perſon 
of a Bigot and a Tyrant. And as we feel our 


ſelves Happy at preſent under the KING 


we Love and Obey; fo with Peace we may 
go down to the Grave, foreſeeing Happi- 
neſs ſecure to (what every Good Man is 
concern'd for) h's Poſterity. We have a 
PRINCE, with the Spirit and natural 
Openneſs of his Family, train'd up in Ex- 
perience, by the Succefs of his Father's 
Maxims ; Who hath the ſame Intereſt, the 
ſame Friends, and the ſame Deſigns ; bleſs'd 
with the ſame Native Prudence, and with 
Courage to follow its Directions. We have a 
PRINCESS, who claims all the Admiration 
and Applauſe, that Wiſdom and Virtue, that 
Majeſtick Affability and a Delight to do Good 
can claim. Knowledge will flouriſh? by Her 
Example and Encouragement ; Knowledge, 
which is the Ornament and Safety of Free- 
dom. The Nobleſt and Sublimeſt Con- 
templations, are the Diverſion and Delight 
of her Hours from the hurry of Greatneſs; 
but all the Nobleſt Contemplations are only 
yalued by her, as they Improve and con- 
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duct the Mind, and are Serviceable to Re- 
ligion. A Sincere and Unaffected Piety, a 
Love for Proteſtantiſm on Evidence, and 
therefore above any Temptation to deſert 
it; a Firmneſs in Defence of Truth, and 
Charity for thoſe who differ ſrom her in 
their Sentiments; a conſtant Cheerfulneſs, 
becauſe always conſcious of Innocenee; a 
conſtant good Nature, arifing from a Senſe 
of the mutual Relation which every degres 
of Mankind bears to each other, is the Cha- 
racter that makes her Perſon the Love and 
Admiration of all Men. With theſe En- 
dowments ſhe forms the Minds of her 
Children, and preſerves her Wiſdom and 
Virtue in them, for Bleſlings to Future 
Ages; I mention, the Felicity which all 
theſe unite to give us, that I may awaken our 
Gratitude and Thanks to God for this Days 
double Deliverance ; without Either of 
which, we ſhould either not have been at 
all, or been miſerable in Slavery. Our Ene- 
mies dug a Pit before us, and are fallen 
into the midſt of it themſelves ; Our Hearts 
may now be fix'd, let us ſing and give. 
Praiſe, We have now no Misfortunes, but 
what our own Perverſeneſs and Folly give 
us; Our Enemies can rejoyce at no 
lisfortunes we are under, but what are 
our Fault, and our Puniſhment. Our Re- 
lizion, our Laws, our Prince ſolicit us to 


be 


own Factions and Diſcontents to fear; And 


Mercy and Prudence of our KING. 
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be Happy; and if we are not ſo, we de 
ferve unpitty'd to be Miſerable. Happy are 
the People who are in ſuch a Caſe; yea 
bleſſed are they who have Inſtances of 2 | 
Favours as theſe conferr'd on ns this Day, 
to ſhow that the Lord is their God and De- 


fender. We have now no Enemies but our 


thoſe Enemies alſo will be overcome by the 


